“STAY IN THE RACE”

Hebrew 12:1 – 2
· This is a great time to be alive.  In spite of a contentious political climate, deadly policing practices, or an erratic economic recovery.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Homecoming is more than a time of  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Homecoming is also a great time for  ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that God wants us to run our race with patience and to keep running with perseverance.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Endure >  To bear up under trial and to continue when the going is tough.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Cross has become the symbol of our Family Tree.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How to stay in the race?”  
1 –  visualize the witnesses  
· In the Book of Hebrews, the writer lists  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Can you picture it, a stadium full of witnesses, martyrs,  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Remember, they struggled in the past so that we might survive in the present.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· There are saints in the stands all around us.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We did not get here on our own.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Somebody prayed to get us here.  __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Somebody prayed our stamina and strength in the faith.  _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 –  lay aside every weight and sin  
· Lay down every burden, load, hindrance, and impediment.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Somebody prayed to deliver us from sin.  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Paul tells us to “let all those things go that so easily beset us…”  ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Like a dedicated runner, Christians are to free themselves from entanglements and encumbrances so that there is nothing to hinder their life of faith.  _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In 2Tim 4:7, Paul declares > “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my race (course), I have kept the faith.”  ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  look unto jesus  
· Paul admonishes us to run with a view, concentration, a fix or focus on Jesus Christ only.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Author:  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Finisher:  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v2b > “Who for the joy set before Him…”  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Endurance is the steady determination to keep going regardless of the temptation to  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Like Jesus, we too have divine favor, amazing grace, and eternal victory.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As member of the Family of God, let us encourage each other to  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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